
Experience Cuba Firsthand

February 12-17, 2025

Join Michael Butterman and Aldo 
López-Gavilán for this unforgettable 
artistic adventure featuring Cuba’s most 
revered artists, musicians and dancers

Cuba Rhythm and Views’ business model from 
Day One has always been in support of the Cuban 
people. For us, it is about the art. We view ourselves 

and understanding between our peoples. Thankfully 
there are hundreds of our CR&V alumni scattered 
throughout the country who feel the same way. 
From classical music to jazz, dance and the visual 
arts, CR&V reveals the challenging reality of the arts 
in Cuba that is remarkably different from anywhere 
else in the world.

We have witnessed the glimpse of hope that came 
with the political rapprochement in 2014, only to 

relationship between the United States and the 

Republic of Cuba continues to degrade after more 
than six decades of embargo, our cultural and 
educational exchanges are among the few legal 

CR&V is honored to present this opportunity to 
experience Havana’s arts, culture, people and 

paladares and stay in the 

LEGAL 
TRAVEL TO 

CUBA

February 11, 2025 travel to Miami on your own

February 12-17, 2025

Double Occupancy per person: $4,450 

Single Occupancy surcharge: $600



PRICE INCLUDES

• 5 breakfasts, 3 lunches, and 2 dinners
• Roundtrip airfare between Miami and Havana

• Baggage transfers and handling at airport and hotel arrival and departure 
• Cuban visa fees, departure tax, and medical insurance while in Cuba

NOT INCLUDED
•  U.S. domestic airfare and passport
•  3 dinners and 2 lunches so you may explore local dining options 
•  Independent and private transfer for activities not on the itinerary 

•  Trip cancellation insurance (strongly recommended)
•  Personal items such as telephone services, cigars, laundry
•  While in Cuba, we will collect $180 from each traveler to cover tips for all program activities

ELIGIBILITY
To secure your space, please make your refundable deposit here.cubarhythmandviews.com/reserve/
Priority will be based on the order in which we receive deposits. Upon receiving your deposit, we will 
send you an application.

COVID POLICY 

Visit                                                             for info, reservations, video and FAQswww.CubaRhythmandViews.com



Michael 
Butterman Meet Your Cultural Envoys

Join Michael Butterman and Aldo López-Gavilán for 
this enlightening journey into all aspects of Havana’s 
performing, visual and culinary arts

Michael Butterman maintains a busy schedule as Music Director 

Philharmonic, Shreveport Symphony and Williamsburg Symphony 
orchestras. He previously had long associations with the Rochester 
Philharmonic and Jacksonville Symphony orchestras, as well.

Mr. Butterman frequently guest conducts many of the country’s 
preeminent ensembles, including the Cleveland Orchestra, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, National Symphony, Detroit Symphony and 
Houston Symphony. Other recent appearances include the Phoenix 
Symphony, Oregon Symphony, Kansas City Symphony and 
Colorado Symphony, in addition to appearances at Tanglewood, the 
Bravo Vail Valley Music Festival and Colorado Music Festival.

Michael’s work has been featured in over two dozen nationwide broadcasts on public radio’s 
Performance Today. He can be heard on two CDs recorded for the Newport Classics label and on 

michaelbuttermanconductor.com

Aldo López-Gavilán was born in Cuba to a family of internationally acclaimed classical musicians, 

professional debut at age twelve with the Matanzas Symphony Orchestra. Parallel to his classical 

a genius, a star.” 

jazz festivals, he is also sought after by symphony orchestras around the world. In recent years 

Columbus Jazz Orchestra, Montreal Symphony, Boulder Philharmonic, Colorado Springs 
Symphony, Shreveport Symphony, Chicago Sinfonietta and more. He was a featured performer, 
along with Joshua Bell, in Seasons of Cuba

Playgrounds
musical universes. He has already performed his recently composed piano concerto, Emporium, 
with several well known orchestras in the US (recently recorded with the Tahoe Orchestra and 

aldomusica.com
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WHY CHOOSE CUBA RHYTHM AND VIEWS?

This trip is different from all the others. Our delegations uniquely blend full legal compliance with 
all US Government requirements with distinctive and insightful experiences in exclusive and intimate 

private restaurants (paladares), in addition to offering up close and personal experiences with Cuba’s 
most revered musicians, dancers, visual artists, and social activists. Our group size is limited to ensure 
that your experience is unique and memorable. 

This is the only legal trip to Cuba designed for passionate lovers of music, dance and the visual arts 
and Cuba has some of the best in the world. CR&V has taken hundreds of people to Cuba since 2013 
and their testimonials speak for themselves. 

exploring Cuba’s creative arts, curating major cultural exchanges, and building cultural bridges that 
help support the Cuban people.

CR&V is dedicated to offering the highest 
attainable artistic excellence and a truly 
distinctive experience. Delegates will be 

and nightlife along with performances of 
classical dance and music. We will meet 
with individual artists of all genres as well 
as representatives of private performing 
arts organizations to strengthen civil 
society in Cuba. From grand theaters 
to intimate salons, travelers will have 
access to some of Cuba’s most revered 
musicians and artists. The authentic 
Cuba will always reveal itself to the 
insightful and inquiring mind. The result 
is a cultural exploration that has become 
the benchmark for legal travel to this 
remarkable and isolated nation. 

neil@CubaRhythmandViews.org

Neil Birnbaum
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

IMMERSE yourself in intimate and private performances and experiences 
curated exclusively for your delegation.

be inspired by the resilience of the Cuban people.

DISCOVER the authentic history of US/Cuban relations and foreign policy 
from political experts and former diplomats.

paladares and taste the 
success of Cuba’s only private sector experiment.

critical to the future of US/Cuban political dialogue.

concert receptions and private dinners.

your hotel.

The Grand Aston La Habana
Our headquarters will be Havana’s newest and most stylish hotel, the 

sea and be inspired by Havana coming to life after dark.
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Orquesta de Cámara de La Habana, 
Michael Butterman, guest conductor

guest conductor of Havana Chamber Orchestra, one of Cuba’s artistic 

Joshua Bell. 

special. He drew everyone out, got the orchestra to play their best, to forget 
about themselves and take risks. The rave reviews from both audience and 
orchestra members have prompted an invitation for Michael to return. 

Join us for this historic encore appearance on February 15, 2025 in the 

Gavilán will be performing a concerto as these two artists continue their 

for this performance followed by a round table discussion with the musicians.
 
Classical Music and Dance
In Cuba the classical arts are revered by every walk of life. During this trip 
patrons will experience performances by such renowned groups as Orquesta 

Habana and much more. Events will include opportunities to attend private 
rehearsals as well as performances and mingle with the performers in 
intimate settings. 

Traditional Cuban Music 
Traditional music and its 
evolution over the centuries is at 
the heart of the Cuban soul and 
mystique. The history of Cuban 

from slavery, political upheaval, 
revolt and a joyful celebration of 
Cuban cultural life.

Orquesta de Cámara de La Habana

Danza Contemporánea de Cuba

Ballet Lizt Alfonso

Orquesta de Cámara de La Habana

Ballet Español de Cuba
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Aldo López-Gavilán

Grupo WOW

Ballet Lizt Alfonso

Arts Education
Cuba is committed to arts education from primary school to the university 

foundation in the training students receive at the prestigious arts schools 

private performances by students. In addition, you will have the opportunity 
to communicate with the students and their teachers in a round table 
discussion that will enlighten you on Cuba’s robust arts education.

Cuban Jazz and Nightlife
In Havana, jazz thrives. Our patrons are not only immersed into Havana’s 

Gavilán. This unique exposure to one the world’s most active jazz scenes 

buying and maintaining instruments in Cuba.

Architecture and Historic Preservation
Some of the most exquisite historic buildings in the Caribbean are in Cuba. 

embargo, Cuba has managed to preserve and restore some of its most 
important heritage structures, neighborhoods and monuments. Using 

World Heritage Site, is gradually being rehabilitated to its former beauty. 
Our patrons will gain an insight into what it takes to gradually restore one 
of the New World’s great cities, one building at a time.

Conservatorio Amadeo Roldán 
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Camilo García López-Trigo

Visual Arts

artists’ studios, galleries and homes. They will discuss their work and 
their artistic visions and the state of Cuba’s control of artistic expression. 
These personal encounters will help you understand cultural life in 

all studios and galleries. In addition, a CR&V exclusive private show of 

students is always on our itinerary.

Cuban Cuisine and Paladares
The growing movement of private restaurants, or paladares, in family 

of economic change and private ownership in Cuba. The best dining 
in Cuba is in paladares along the backstreets and alleyways of Old 
and New Havana. The restaurants are being reviewed internationally 

be in paladares
be given the names and locations of Havana’s best private restaurants, 

Additional Activities In Support of the Cuban People

about US/Cuban relations. Dr. García is a professor at University of 
Havana International Relations School and an expert in US political 
studies. You will also visit a day care center run by The Sisters of the 

work the sisters do for families in need and be inspired by the 
humanitarian work of their order.

Don’t take our word for it! 

I cannot tell you enough how incredible the trip was. I am using the word 

brain…you put together an amazing trip for us.  

From day one, we were given intimate glimpses into the hearts and souls 
of the dancers, singers, musicians and teachers who shared their lives 
with us. We have been on many “tours” to other countries but have never 
experienced anything as moving and beautiful as this.  

Your efforts and attention to detail really made the trip a success. Planning, 

We have not stopped talking about it to everyone we have been in contact 
with these 2 days. This will be a beautiful memory for us for a long, long 
time...You two have put together such a special experience – we are proud 
to have been a part of it.

Words are not adequate to express to you how much I admire all you do 
in Cuba ... for them and for us. Your dedication has so clearly made an 
enormous difference for all the cultural groups we were honored to hear, to 
see and to admire. You have created a true people to people experience.

ISA Private Art Show
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